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NORSK MUSEUM 

Off to a late start 
getting  this year-
end review out, but 
it’s important that 
you have a chance 
to see what’s 
coming up this 
year too! 
 

Save the 
Dates: 

April 2024 

In this issue: 

·2023 year in 
review 

·20234 what’s 
coming up 

·Docents—
We love you! 

·Events 

Norwegian Center Incorporation Newsletter 

Norsk Museum 2023 
year in review 

 

 

2024 dates to save: 

¨ May 17 Sy ende Mai 

¨ May 19 Park Ridge Parade 

¨ June 1 Opening Day / Breakfast 

¨ Geneva Library Viking Exhibit, all 

year 

¨ Friends of the Viking Ship, all sum-

mer 

¨ Sept 8 Vasa Park 

¨ Sept 9-16  Lars  Idar Waage Photo 

Exhibi on [Stavanger] 

¨ Oct 6 Annual Slooper Mee ng and 

Smorgasbord 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Saturday, June 1, 2024 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

2017 Most Endangered In 2017 Landmarks Illinois added the Norway Temper-
ance Association Hall to their 10 Most Endangered 
Historic Buildings in Illinois.  The Norsk Museum en-
deavored ever since to gain ownership of the building 
for two reasons, to save the building from collapse 
and to restore it to its original 1909 glory.  The Norsk 
Museum will be celebrating its 50th anniversary as a 
museum this year.  Every year more Norwegian family 
keepsakes and heirlooms are donated.  The NTA hall 
will provide the much-needed space for new exhibits.  
The NTA has great historical value itself and should 
eventually be added to the National Register of Histor-
ic Buildings. Thanks to the generosity of the 
Borchsenius family, of the Norway Store, the Norsk 
Museum has claimed ownership of the NTA hall.  In 
2017, historic architect, Michael Lambert evaluated the 
structure for the purposes of restoration and estimat-
ed the cost to be $250,000.  When we were notified that 
the building was being donated, Mr. Lambert was invit-
ed back for a second evaluation.  Inflation now in-
creased the restoration to $500,000!  First the rear wall 
must be stabilized, then the roof and the windows.  Af-
ter the exterior work is completed, the interior restora-
tion will be addressed  

Before views of the NTA 
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NORSK MUSEUM 
Newest Donation, thanks 

to the Norway Store! 

The Norway Temperance Association was orga-
nized in the late 1870’s by the Norway Methodist 
Women who believed our nation’s ills could be 
attributed to the drinking of alcoholic beverages.  
Every year during the 1870’s, 1880’s and 1890’s, 
the small village of Norway had reports in the 
newspaper of riots, stabbings, rock throwing and 
even attempted murder.  It was reminiscent of 
Matt Dillion and Gun Smoke, but without the 
sheriff.  The women of the town took charge to 
put an end to this Norway war zone. On August 
12, 1880, of the first NTA hall was dedicated.  At 
the time they were called the Norway Red Ribbon 
Reform Club.  This new building seated 200 peo-
ple, at a cost of $378.  Most every town in the 
country had their own Red Ribbon Club and semi
-annually representatives would meet at conven-
tions to promote abstinence and closing bars.  
Even Susan B. Anthony came down to this area, 

to support the cause. 

During the glory days of the NTA, from 1909-
1956, it was the social epicenter and heart of the 
community.  During its 47 years of use, this 
building was used for 63 meetings, 47 wedding 
showers and celebrations, 147 parties and danc-
es, 66 fundraisers, at least 9 graduations, numer-
ous basketball games, and 55 stage plays.  In 
1909, their first fundraiser was an Oyster Supper 
and by 1939 they were fundraising a new furnace.  
In June 1941, the NTA was the meeting place for 
all the area townships, to learn about the new Ru-
ral Electric program.  In 1954, square dancing 
was introduced, along with square dance clas-
ses. 

Now to raise 

$500,000!! 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Opening 
weekend in 

June 

Jun 2023 
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NORSK MUSEUM 
Polar Star Sons of Norway Lodge is 

a major supporter of the Norsk Museum 
as docents, fundraising and financially.  
Our museum is 100% volunteer operated,    

Mange takk Polar Star! 

Opening Day 

Norwegian Breakfast  

Norwegian Cultural 
Experience! 

Jun 2023 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Cleng Peerson 
Lodge Sons of 

Norway 
Strong partners 
for the museum 

Jun 2023 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Norway 
Car 

Show 

16th annual Car Show coming in 2024.  
Always the last Saturday in July 

 from 3-7.  Great fun! 

Norsk Museum is open too, just park in 
the back.  Antique Cars everywhere. 

Jul 2023 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Annual parade circuit.  
This year at  

Newark ,Yorkville and 
Marseilles 

Jul 2023 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Busy 
throughout 

the summer. 
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NORSK MUSEUM 
Oct 2023 

VASA 
Park 
Fun 



 12 

NORSK MUSEUM Jan 1958 

Papa is a Slooper 

Original Musical by 

BJ Muus and Keith Clark 

Ottawa High School 
 

Came across these articles while researching  the Sloopers.  
Someone out there has a copy of the original script and mu-
sic!  Wouldn’t it be great for the bicentennial next year?! 

July 1960 
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NORSK MUSEUM 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

2025 Bicentennial 
Zoom meeting with 

committee members 
from around the 

world. 

Feb 2024 

This was a promotional 
weekend, in cooperation 
with other LaSalle County 
museums.  It turned out to 
be a big hit, with over 200 
visitors that weekend.  We 
are already discussing 
President’s Day Weekend 
in 2025, as a bigger 3-day 
event. 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Marseilles National 
Guard was called in to 

control a couple berserk 
Viking docents. 

Last month, the Norwegian Embas-
sy authorized the second annual  

Marseilles National Guard, 18.5 mile 
Norwegian Road March.   

30 competitors and sponsors visited 
our museum the evening prior, to 
see what Norway was all about. 

Mar 2023 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Wonderful turnout for 
the dedication! 

Roald Berg Memorial 
Stabbur 
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2023 plans / wish list 
 
à Restoration project for the 1909 Norway Tempearnce Hall 
à Recruit more docents 
à Get article published in Viking magazine 
à NTA Dinner theatre (3rd meeting of the Norway Temperance Association) 
à Teresa’s Nordic documentary puts us on the map!! 
à Strengthen ties between Stavanger Norway and our community 
à Preparation for the Slooper 200th Anniversary 
à Get the Cleng Peerson children’s book published 

Donations 
à Polar Star lodge $100 + volunteer hours = 

priceless!! 
à Cleng Peerson Lodge ( $20,000 to date ) + vol-

unteer hours = priceless!! 
à Verdandi lodge  $1,250 ($7.7000 to date) 
à Constelation volunteers $1,000 ($5,500 to date) 
à Gjovik auto sales  ($2,000 to date) 
à Don Harsted donate $50 ancestry ($100 to 

date) 
à Dennis Beckmann $100  ($300 to date) 
à Petra Luke $500 ($1,000 to date) 
à Linda Anderson $200  ($500 to date) 
à Norway Cruise $100  ($700 to date) 
à Jerry & Carole Johnson $100 
à Tom & Lynn Sove Maxson  [too much to list here] 
à Art & Nancy Andersen [too much to list here] 
à Plus many more in membership donations….. 
 

   Mange takk! 

NORSK MUSEUM 
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Norsk Museum on Facebook.   

3,821 likes and growing. Sharing news from 
the past and present,  honoring Notable 
Norwegians, learning language and fun. 

 

NORSK MUSEUM 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

In its’ forth printing!  Now also 
available at the Norway Store. 

Most visitors, when they first see our 
museum have never heard of Cleng 
Peerson or the Sloopers, especially if 
they are visiting from out of state.  
Most everyone who comes from Nor-
way, Europe to visit us, want to see 
what we have on Cleng Peerson. This 
book is geared toward the younger 
reader.  Local illustrator, Mark MacKay, 
has created 50 wonderful drawings, to 
help the reader better understand and 
enjoy the journey of Norway’s greatest 
explorer since Leif Errickson. 

The expected release is late 2024! 

Mark & Jan 
MacKay 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Board members: 
Dave Johnson [President]   
Rich Gunderson [Treasurer]  
Linda Anderson [Secretary]  

Lynnette Johnson 
[Membership] 

Rob Borchsenius  [plus NIL 
President] 

Steve Tanda [plus NNL & Polar 
Star] 

Laurie Gage  [plus Cleng Peerson 
Lodge] 

Ed Hatteberg    [plus Polar Star] 

Sheila Gunderson [plus Cleng 
Peerson Lodge] 

Amanda Beck [plus Cleng Peer-
son Lodge] 

Mange takk to you our members, supporters who serve as 
docents throughout the summer, all the volunteers who 
man our fundraisers. 

Special thanks of Sons of Norway lodges: 

   Cleng Peerson Lodge 

   Polar Star Lodge 

Gone but not 
forgotten 

Ralph 

Johnson 

Wayne 
“Buck” 

Borchsenius 
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NORSK MUSEUM 

Get involved!  Sons of Norway and serving 
as a Docent..  What a great way to honor 
your parents, grandparents, your children! 
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Membership Benefits: 

¨A free private tour of the museum 

¨10% discount at our gift shop 

¨Annual member dinner and meet-
ing 

¨The satisfaction of helping to pre-
serve the oldest Norwegian 
church in America 

Annual Memberships: 
ÿ Indivdual $25 
ÿ Family $35 
ÿ Bronze Corporate $100 
ÿ Silver Corporate $250 
ÿ Gold Corporate $500 
Your additional donation supports 
continued restoration and enjoy-
ment of this historic landmark. 
ÿ Cash $_____________ 
Þall contributions are tax deductible 
 
  I/We have included Norwegian 
Center Incorporated [Norsk Muse-
um] 
� In my/our will/trust 
� In other estate plans 
 

Become	a	Member	of	the	 

Norsk	Museum 

Personal Contact Information: 

Name/Business___________________ 
Address_________________________ 
City/State/Zip____________________ 
Phone__________________________ 
Email__________________________ 
 

Please send this form and your 

membership donation to: 

Norwegian Center Incorporated 

415 Lewis St. 

Marseilles, IL 61341 


